Intraocular pressure decrease in household contacts of patients with Hansen's disease and endemic control subjects.
We compared the intraocular pressure in 150 urban household contacts of patients with Hansen's disease and 132 endemic control subjects from an urban population in Karachi, Pakistan, who were matched in regard to race, age, gender, and socioeconomic status. The mean intraocular pressure in the upright position was 12.6 mm Hg in the right eye and 12.9 mm Hg in the left eye in household contacts of patients with Hansen's disease and 15.3 mm Hg in the right eye and 15.4 mm Hg in the left eye in the endemic control population (P < .0005). The postural change in intraocular pressure from the upright to supine position was 1.7 mm Hg in the right eye and 2.1 mm Hg in the left eye in the household contacts group and 1.3 mm Hg in the right eye and 1.5 mm Hg in the left eye in the endemic control group (P < .0006). Our findings, especially in view of past observations in intraocular pressure changes in patients with Hansen's disease, raise serious questions about possible early ocular susceptibility to Mycobacterium leprae infection and about public health issues, including possible early indication of disease.